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who graduated in 1899.  Louise Krauss Ament was
well known throughout St. Louis.  

When David Francis, Administrator of the World's
Fair, needed to hire medical and nursing staffs for the
Emergency Hospital on the Fair grounds, he appoint-
ed Louise Krauss Ament to the position of
Superintendent of Nursing.

The Fair Hospital was located with the model mod-
ern village in Forest Park, with the Hospital just east
of the present Missouri Historical Society buildings.  It
was a state-of-the-art hospital and nurses attending
the Fair included a tour of this building as a priority.
While they were there, Louise Krauss Ament had the
opportunity to talk with them about the benefits of
organizing professional nursing. The Third District,
Missouri Nurses Association was one of the organiza-
tions that came of this; the other was the Lutheran

This year, 2005, marks a century of caring by the
Alumni of the Lutheran School of Nursing, St. Louis,
Missouri.  It is an alumni association that had its
beginnings at the St. Louis World's Fair in 1904.
Louise Krauss Ament was the inspiration for these
early graduates.  

In 1898 Louise Krauss Ament graduated from
Rebecca Hospital School of Nursing in St. Louis.  Her
first nursing position was at Rebecca Hospital, where
she gained a reputation as a skilled and competent
surgical nurse.  One of the medical doctors trans-
ferred his practice to Lutheran Hospital and request-
ed Louise Krauss Ament as his assistant in surgery.
She became Superintendent at Lutheran Hospital,
which then had 30 beds for patients.  Only five
months after her own graduation she started the
Lutheran School of Nursing with six student nurses,

St. Louis Lutheran Hospital and the School of Nursing Alumni

Nurses’ Residence at Potomac & Texas Streets, St. Louis, Mo.

by Dr. Marilyn Rubin, Nursing Alumni
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Nurses Alumni.
In early December 1905 alumnae gathered in the hos-

pital to have their first meeting.  By-laws for the asso-
ciation were soon written and the fledgling organiza-
tion became a reality.  There were nine charter mem-
bers.  Nurses from this group became leaders in the
district and state nursing associations, and were
instrumental in the passage of the first Nursing
Practice Act in Missouri, which required all profes-
sional nurses to be Registered Nurses.

The first students lived on one of the upper floors of
the hospital.  Over the years, residential and dormito-
ry space was expanded over and over again as the
enrollment of the school grew.  Finally a large dormi-
tory and a faculty office building were placed on
Jefferson Avenue across the street from Concordia
Publishing House.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, located in the adjacent
block and home church for Louise Krauss Ament,
became the church home for students during their
years in school.  Many capping ceremonies and grad-
uations took place in this church.

In 1917, with the beginning of World War I, our
alumnae were among the first to volunteer for service
in the Red Cross and the United States Army.  There
were fifty graduates who served their country in the
United States, England and France.  In 1918, when the
war was over, all alumnae returned and took posi-
tions in various places. Some became Superintendents
of Nursing at other hospitals.

With increasing enrollments, more faculty were
needed in the school.  In 1928 Frieda M. Brenner
accepted the position of Superintendent of Nurses and
spent many years working with Louise Krauss
Ament.  
Frieda M.   Brenner was a kind mentor, a knowledge-

able teacher and a well-respected administrator.
During her tenure at Lutheran over eight hundred
students graduated.  Before long alumnae seeking
positions in all parts of the United States only had to
say that they were from Lutheran Hospital School of
Nursing in St. Louis and they were hired on the spot.
The reputation of the school and the educational pro-
gram developed by Frieda M. Brenner put the school
on the map.  She also provided the leadership for
national accreditation of the school.

Alumnae entered foreign mission fields either by
commissioning or by accompanying their pastor hus-
bands on missionary calls.  The first missionary nurse
was a graduate of the first class in 1900 who served in
India.  Many others would come after her to serve in 

China, Japan, Nigeria, Venezuela, Korea, New Guinea,
Lebanon, Thailand and Kyrgyzstan.

With the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, Lutheran
alumnae again answered the call to serve.  There were
fifty-three volunteers for the United States Army and
Air Force, and sixteen in the United States Navy.  Many
served overseas in both the European and Pacific
Theaters.  Others worked in Army hospitals in the
States where they received the wounded from the front
lines.  One of the alumnae spent 1001 days as a POW
under the Japanese in the Philippines.  This selfless
service of our alumnae has continued through the
Vietnam and Persian Gulf Wars.

There were several organizations that were strongly
supported by alumnae. The Lutheran Business Women
operated three community centers for underprivileged
children. Alumnae were members of the Lutheran
Medical Missions Association and assisted with
recruitment of nurse missionaries, sometimes going to
the mission field themselves.  Many have been mem-
bers of the Bach Society of St. Louis and have sung in
their annual concerts.  In recent years the Alumni initi-
ated a School Nursing program for elementary stu-
dents in the Lutheran schools in St. Louis County.  This
program is administered through the LCMS Missouri
District.

Alumni have provided care around the world.  They
have worked in acute care settings, public health,
schools, industry, clinics, the parish and many more
places.  One member was honored with membership in
the Academy of Nursing and another with Faculty
Fellow Awards to do research at NASA.  Truly, God
has blessed over and over again the pioneering work of
Louise Krauss Ament and Frieda M. Brenner, the facul-
ties and the graduates of this alumni organization.

(Continued from page one)

Louise Krauss Ament

Frieda M. Brenner
Rose Reiper was a prisoner of war 
in Bataan during World War II
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